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THE YEAR'S STORY OF TRAFFIC ENGINEERING 


Traffic Digest and Traffic Engineering close another year 
with this issue, A review of the articles abstracted during the 
year indicates that the field for Traffic Engineering is constant- 
ly expending, and that there is an increasing public interest in 
traffic problens, 


As was to be expected during and after a year in which 
traffic accidents and fatalities reached a new peak, articles on 
accidents and safety outnumbered all the others, Typical of the 
efforts being made to reduce the volume of accidents were the re- 
ports of legislation passed in many States, a tightening-up of law 
enforcement, regulatory action with regard to safety equipment of 
automobiles, and the support of the courts for compulsory motor 
vehicle inspection, 


Progress in highway lighting was reported, and experiments 
with new types of street lights were described, Several interest- 
ing comparative studies of night and day accidents and lighting 
were included, 


The fifth year of the depression found many states and muni- 
cipalities affected by decreased revenues, with a consequent inade- 
quacy of funds for improvement of traffic control, but this was to 
some extent offset by the availability of Federal relief appropri- 
ations for traffic and safety studies and for highway construction, 
The $200,000,000 in Federal funds appropriated early in 1935 for 
grade crossing elimination will soon have a noticeable effect in 
decreasing one type of highway accidents, 


On the whole, the prospect for the Traffic Engineer for the 
next twelve months is inspiring, Traffic research will undoubtedly 
reach a new high level; the increase in the number of accidents 
offers a challenge to authority everywhere to increase its efforts 
for safety; and the public is growing more receptive and appreci- 
ative of scientific and well-directed effort to make highways safe, 
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NEED FOR TRAFFIC ENGINEERS 


The following letter is quoted from Civil Engineering, May 


"TO THE EDITOR: ou 
In his article in the April issue Mr, 
Williams correctly states that there will be no less 
need for the profession of traffic engineer in the 
future than there is today, Considering the billions 
of dollars that are spent annually in cmstructing 
and maintaining a system of rural highways and city 
streets, it seems ridiculous not to use a trained 
personnel to operate this system, The National Safety 
Council urges the need of a trained full-time traffic 
engineer with a regularly organized traffic engineer- 
ing department in each city of over 250,000, and I 
feel that it could well be lowered to include cities 
with a population of 100,000, 


"There are some forty cities in the United States 
with populations of over 250,000, In the whole coun- 
try, however, there are only 25 men on full-time wrk 
in traffic engineering and about 50 men on part-time 
work, Thus it seems that the need for trained traffic 
engineers is not very well recognized, I agree 
heartily with Mr, Williams' statement that in practi- 
cally every city or town a traffic engineering set-up 
of some sort is needed, In fact, faulty traffic oper- 
ation and control often cause greater economic and 
social loss in small communities than in those of 
greater population, because of the lack of parallel 
streets, the less efficient traffic bodies, and the 
lack of civic effort to educate vehicle drivers and 
pedestrians, 


"The future of traffic engineering involves a pro- 
gram of education, First, city and state officials as 
well as the general public must be educated in the 

need for a traffic department with a trained personnel, 
and then engineers must be educated to fill such posi- 
tions, I agree with Mr, Williams that city engineers, 
highway engineers, or city and regional planning engi- 
neers can do traffic engineering work, but they will 
have to devote the necessary time and study to it, 
Present traffic problems are very complicated, and it 
will be necessary to have a full understanding of the 
facts in determining the best possible solution for any 
given problem, 
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"I hope that the field of traffic engineering 
will be made sufficiently attractive to draw 
capable men from other fields, Many universities 
are now giving excellent courses of study in traf- 
fic engineering, but the seeming lack of enthusi- 
asm on the part of public officials for trained 
traffic engineers has kept down the enrollment, 


"When the Institute of Traffic Engineers was 
founded several years ago practically all the 
charter members were also members of the Society, 
and of the 87 corporate members making up the In- 
stitute today, 24 are also corporate members of 
the Society, As Mr, Williams points out, the 
traffic engineer becomes interested in a new 
project at its very inception, Thus his co-workers 
are engineers and, in the main, civil engineers, 

I feel therefore that a much closer bond should be 
maintained between the Institute and the Society, 
Such an association would be mutually advantageous 
and would benefit everyone interested in the con- 
trol of traffic on streets and highways," 


Warren E, DeYoung, Assoc, M, Am, Soc, C, E, 
District Manager, Automatic Signal 
Corporation 
Chicago, 
April 5, 1935 


DWIGHT MCCRACKEN WITH LIBERTY 
MUTUAL INSURANCE CO, 


Dwight McCracken is now Highway Safety Supervisor on the 
staff of the Liberty Mutual Insurance Company of Boston, For the 
past year he has served as Traffic Auditing-Engineer of Southern 
California for the Traffic Audit Bureau, Inc,, of New York City, 
of which Miller McClintock was Technical Director, Prior to that 
time he served as Traffic Engineer on the Massachusetts Highway 
Accident Survey, directing Safety studies for the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Safety and acting as Traffic Advisor to the 
Commissioner of that department, He was a Research Fellow in the 
Albert Russel Erskine Bureau for Street Traffic Research at 
Harvard University, and is now an Associate Member of the Insti- 
tute, He is the author of "Methods for Studying Street Traffic 
Control Problems", the Municipal Index, 1930, and "Traffic Regula- 
tion in Small Cities", published by the Municipal Administration 
Service, 1931, New York, 
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NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Herman Louis Engelhardt, Safety Engineer, Railroad Camis- 2 
sion of the State of California, San Francisco, California, Mr, ! 
Engelhardt, who was born February 3, 1890, attended Healds Engi- 
neering College from 1908 to 1910, He is an Associate Member of 
the American Railway Engineering Association, and a Railroad Affil- 
iated Member of the Association of American Railroads, Signals 
Section, He was Signal Foreman, Western Pacific R, R, Signal De- 
partment for 5% years; Assistant Engineer Valuation Department 
Northwestern Pacific R, R,, for 6 months; Assistant Engineer, Val- 
uation Department, Southern Pacific Co,, 94 years; in the Freight 
Department, White Flyers Line, 1% years; Service Inspector, Trans- 
portation Division, California Railroad Commission, 2 years; and 6 
years on his present assigmment, He has served on various sub- 


committees of Comm, IV - Highways, of the American Railway Associa- ; ares 
tion since 1950; on a sub-committee of the Aeronautics Branch, U,S, 
Department of Commerce, for airport traffic control; and has worked 
in cooperation with the Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Or- 
dinances appointed by the Secretary of Commerce, 


MEMBERSHIP TRANSFERS 


Charles H, Rex and Peter J, Stupka have been transferred 
from the grade of ASSOCIATE to the grade of MEMBER, and David 
Grant Mickle from the grade of JUNIOR to the grade of ASSOCIATE, 


TWO LEVEL STREETS AN OLD IDEA 


The idea of building city streets on two levels was an en- 
gineering problem that attracted the great artist, Leonardo da 
Vinei, according to Science News Letter, April 135, 1935, 


TRAFFIC DIGEST STATISTICS 


TRAFFIC DIGEST, during the year ending with the April, 1935, 
issue, carried abstracts of 286 articles, listed under 47 subject 
headings, taken from 75 periodicals and other publications, and 
representing the work of 157 authors, not including staff writers 
of various publications, There were items from 8 foreign coun- 
tries, 30 States or provinces, and 69 cities or towns, 
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